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Respecting Professional Boundaries focuses on that thin line 

between a professional therapeutic relationship and over-

involvement. In this course, you will explore the issues surrounding 

the professional therapeutic relationship and the responsibility of 

the nurse to establish and maintain appropriate boundaries during 

that relationship. The content provides a basic understanding of 

professional boundaries, abuse of the therapeutic relationship and 

its consequences, highlights warning signs of boundary violations, 

and provides strategies for preventing and correcting boundary 

violations. 

Course Authors
The course content is based on the work of the NCSBN Task Force on 

Professional Boundaries and Sexual Misconduct: Jean Stevens, RN, 

MBA, Chair; Judith Ryan, RN, PhD, CRNP; Neysa Somple Gaskins, 

RN, JD; Betty Ann Taylor, RN, MSN; Vickie Sheets, RN, JD, Staff. 

Who Should Take This Course
This course is for every nurse in every practice setting at every  

level of practice from student to doctorate, from staff nurse  

to vice president.
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Define
the professional therapeutic relationship and the continuum of 

professional behavior. 

Differentiate
among the various types of over-involvement. 

Recognize 
the warning signs of over-involvement and the various types of 

sexual misconduct.

Discuss
the role of the board of nursing.

Describe
preventive and corrective strategies.
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